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Abstract: This research was aimed to improve students’ reading ability 
in finding out the understanding details on narrative text of SMP N 1 
Kecamatan Sandai through Story Star strategy. This study was conducted 
through a classroom action research which it treated the students in three 
cycles. The subject of the research was class VIII which consists of 39 
students. The data was collected using observation checklist and field 
notes. It also used mean score. The result of the study showed that Story 
Star strategy could improve the students’ reading ability after three 
cycles. The improvement to students’ reading ability was better in the 
third cycle than the first and second cycle which was shown by the mean 
score of student’s achievement. On the first cycle the students’ mean 
score was 48.28, and then improved to 62.05 and up to 76.52.  
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Abstrak: Penelitian ini ditujukan untuk meningkatkan kemampuan 
membaca siswa dalam menemukan informasi yang terperinci dalam 
naratif teks di SMP N 1 Kecamatan Sandai melalui Story Star Strategy. 
Pembelajaran ini dilaksanakan melalui penelitian tindakan kelas dimana 
siswa diuji dalam tiga siklus. Subjek dalam penelitian ini adalah kelas 
VIII yang berjumlah 39 siswa. Pengumpulan data menggunakan lembar 
observasi dan catatan lapangan. Analisa data juga dilakukan dengan cara 
mencari nilai rata-rata. Hasil dari penelitian menunjukkan bahwa Story 
Star dapat meningkatkan kemampuan membaca siswa setelah tiga siklus. 
Peningkatan kemampuan membaca siswa lebih baik pada siklus ketiga 
daripada siklus pertama dan kedu sebagaimana yang ditunjukkan oleh 
hasil rata-rata dari hasil yang di capai siswa. Pada siklus pertama, rata-
rata siswa adalah 48.28, pada siklus kedua rata-rata adalah 62.05, dan 
meningkat di siklus ketiga dengan rata-rata adalah 76.52. 
Kata kunci : Strategi story star, Teks Naratif, kemampuan dalam 
membaca   
 
eading is an important skill to be developed in the teaching and learning 
process at schools. According to Ellisabeth S. Pang et al (2003) Reading is 
about understanding written texts. It is a complex activity that involves both 




vocabulary, grammatical knowledge, experience with text and other strategies to 
help them understand written text.  
The purpose of including reading activities in a language class is to 
develop students who read fluently (silently) for pleasure or to gain knowledge 
(Susan Gross, 2009:2).  According to Petter Westwood (2001, 21-22) there are 
four levels of reading comprehension: (1) Literal level is at the literal level the 
basic facts are understood. This information is contained explicitly within the text, 
(2) Inferential level is at the inferential level the reader is able to go beyond what 
is written on the page and add meaning or draw conclusions, (3) critical levelis at 
the critical level the reader assesses the good sense of what he or she is reading, 
its clarity, accuracy and any apparent exaggeration or bias, (4) creative level is at 
the creative level the reader can take information or ideas from what has been read 
and develop new ideas from them. The creative level stimulates the reader to new 
and original thinking.  
The problems concern with the students who are accustomed to reading 
narrative text with superficial understanding. They do not know the generic 
structure of narrative text (orientation, complication, and resolution). In addition, 
they find the difficulty when they comprehend a narrative text because they do not 
have any pictures or illustrations to help students imagine the route the story. 
Besides, the teaching method used in the class to teach reading was conventional 
teaching method. In this model, the activities were teacher-centered and the 
students did not have enough opportunities to share their ideas to others in the 
class. Students just became the followers and depend on the instruction during the 
teaching and learning process. 
The students were asked to read the text, to find the difficult words, to 
translate the text, and to answer the questions based on the texts. It was known 
that the teaching method had an importan influence to improve the students’ 
ability in learning the material. Therefore the teaching method used should 
motivate the students to be active during teaching learning process and they were 
unwilling to do that. 
Based on the competence standard in the syllabus of second grade of junior 
high school called School Based Curriculum (Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan 
Pendidikan (KTSP)), students are expected to be able to write simple paragraphs 
in descriptive, recount, narrative, procedure and report. In this research, the 
researcher focuses only on the Descriptive text. 
According to Michigan’s Genre Project (2005: 9) “Narrative is the act of 
telling a sequence of events, often, but not always, in chronological order. It is a 
story, whether in prose or verse, involving events, characters, and what the 
characters say and do. Narration can be fact or fiction. Some narrations report or 
are historical while others are creative and imaginative”.The purpose of narrative 
text: (a)To convey a plot, (b)To impart universal truths, (c)To tell a story, (d)To 
give an account describing a sequence of events and experiences. 
Based on the problem above, it must be carried out a model that can solve 
the problem. Here the researcher had used a strategy namely a STORY STAR 
strategy. The story star is a five-point star used to answer the questions about the 
reading. Story star  is a graphic organizer that helps students comprehend key 
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components of stories as a result of which they may become more involved and 
understand more details. It couse story star is approach strategy for junior high 
school to explore thier imagination by making a star in a paper. “Which is, each 
question and answer is placed on one point of the story star, nothing the 5 W’s of 
the story: who, when, where, what and why (Muskingum College, 2005).  
Reading ability increase the pleasure and effectiveness of reading, such as 
the teacher gives a game and the media that is suitable to the material. Strong 
reading skills help in all the other subjects and in the personal and professional 
lives. The high stake tests that control advancement through elementary, middle, 
and high school and that determine entrance to college are in large parts, a 
measure of reading comprehension skills. And while there are test preparation 
courses which will provide a few short-cuts to improve test-taking strategies, 
these standardized tests tend to be very effective in measuring readers reading 
skills. It is suitable for narrative text; it provides the readers with enjoyment when 
they encounter the climax and resolution of the problem. In fact, reading any kind 




According to Mohammad Adnan Latief (2009) Classroom Action Research 
is an effective media in improving the quality of English teachers’ performance in 
instruction as well as students’ achievement in learning English in classrooms. In 
Classroom Action Research, English teachers assess the effectiveness of their own 
teaching activities and plan the improvement based on the result of the 
assessment.  
Kemmis and McTaggart in Burn (2010:7) described Classroom Action 



















The researcher followed these steps, and conducted the three cycles. In the 
planning stage, the researcher planned a teaching learning activity to solve the 
problem found in the previous teaching learning process. The plans include the 
preparation before the teaching learning activity such as lesson plan, teaching 
materials, observation checklist table and field notes. In acting stage, the 
researcher acted as a teacher to teach the lesson that has already been prepared. 
The researcher was helped by an English teacher to observe the classroom 
situation. The researcher acted as a teacher because the researcher was the person 
who found the problem in his previous teaching learning process and knew the 
exact situation in classroom. In observing stage, , the researcher and collaborator 
observed the data to know whether the result is high or low. The data or 
information gathered  in the classroom was noted carefully in this stage. In 
reflecting stage, the researcher got feedback to reflect to the next cycle. The 
feedback is very important in replanning the next action. It can change a certain 
action or add some more actions in order to improve the teaching learning 
process.  
This research was conducted in eighth grade of SMP Negeri 1 Kec. Sandai 
which considered of 39 students. In collecting the data, the researcher used 
observation checklist which was divided in two types : teacher’s performance and 
students’ performance, fieldnote to write notes when teaching learning process 
has been done in order to write the overall picture of Classroom Action Research. 
And test in form of essays test consist of 5 questions. 
In the technique of data analysis used in the research are data analysis and 
measurement of mean score. To get students’ mean score was summed and 
divided by the number of students in the class. The formula is shown below : 
 
 




FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
Findings 
After conducting Story Star teaching strategy for three cycles, the students’ 
reading ability on narrative text improved. Moreover, the process in the classroom 
activity also improved from the first cycle to third cycle. Below is the further 
explanation of each improvements Students’ mean score 
Based on the result of the test, the students’ score improved from the first 
cycle to the third cycle. The improvements was shown by the results of students’ 
mean score and also the students who passed the standard minimum score. The 
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Note: M  = mean score 
∑X = sum of individual score 
n = number of students 





















Students’ Mean Score on Each Cycle 
 
 
Chart 1 above shows the students’ mean score in the first cycle, second 
cycle and the third cycle. As it displayed, there is an improvement from the first to 
the third cycle. In the first cycle, the chart of the first cycle shows 48.28; in the 
second cycle, the chart of the second cycle shows 62.05; meanwhile, in the third 
cycle, the mean score is 76.52. 
  
Discussion  
At the completion of this research, students’ reading ability test, field note, 
observation checklist and the media were used to monitor the students’ 
improvement during the application of Story Star strategy in the teaching learning 
process. The students’ reading tests were used to collect data about possible 
changes in students’ used of the strategies each cycle. The observation checklist 
and field notes added the data collection of this research referring to students and 
teacher activity.  
Not only the data but also the teacher and the collaborator used the method, 
it was the classroom action research was conducted in three cycles. In first 
meeting (2 x 40 minutes) that was performed during the teaching learning process. 
While, doing teaching learning process, the writer observed what was happening 
in the classroom and to take some notes.  
The teacher and the collaborator observed that the students began to become 
comfortable working with the strategies in their reading groups; they were willing 
to discuss about understanding details in narrative text by using Story Star. With 
practice, students showed improvement in their ability to understand the narrative 
text. 
From the above description it showed that encouraging students to answer 



























reading ability. This strategy also could help the students to explore their 
imagination in story star.  In teaching learning process in story star, the students 
gave the narrative text. The students asked to found the generic structure, detail 
information and language features. 
In all cycle, the students used the media to make students easier in 
understanding reading ability. They were table, guided questions, card and the 
picture.  The students read text and they had to answer by using story star in order 
to make students happy with the media that teacher gave. Each student wrote in 
the part of star in the whiteboard.  
In every cycle (three cycles), there was problem that students had in 
teaching learning process. The problem that happened in teaching learning 
process were the students could not find the detail information in narrative text. In 
the first cycle, the students spent most of the whilst activity to understand the text, 
generic structure and language features in the text. They did not comprehend 
much the information in the text. Then, they talked each other in teaching learning 
process and did not see the teachers’ explanation. So, the teacher and the writer 
had to control the class and make the class students feel fun and interested in 
teaching learning. Some students who got involved seriously showed their 
interested to learn in the teaching learning process. But in doing the task, there 
were many students got the bad result in answering the narrative text. Therefore, 
the teacher and the researcher continued the next cycle. 
In conducting the second cycle, the researcher applied more Story Star 
strategies to overcome that problems. The students felt more enjoyable during 
doing the activity in the second cycle and they felt the enthusiastic in learning 
English. In the post activity, all students could finish their test and the teacher 
gave a chance for the students to share their difficulties during the teaching 
learning process and then the students and the teacher still had time to make a 
broad summary of the materials. After observing the process and interpreting the 
data, both the teacher and the collaborator decided to continue the actions because 
the data showed that the indicators of success was still unsatisfying with the result 
of students’ mean score. But the teacher already managed the good time by using 
Story Star strategy.  
In conducting the third cycle, the students were more enjoyable during 
doing the activity because they used the media (card) to make students fun in 
teaching learning process. In the post activity, all students could finish their test 
and the teacher asked the students whether they enjoyed or not reading narrative 
text. Most of students answered the question. They enjoyed and felt fun in 
learning English especially reading activity. After observing the process and 
interpreting the data, both the teacher and the writer decided to stop the actions 
because the data showed that the indicators of success were fulfilled. 
Both the teacher and the researcher worked together to compute the 
students’ individual score and the mean score. The rsearch finding showed that 
the students’ mean score in the first cycle was 48.28 and qualified was into poor 
to average. The students’ individual score was unsatisfying because the score of  
Standar Ketuntasan Belajar Minimum (SKBM) in that school  is 70. In the second 
cycle the students’ mean score was increasing to 62.05 and qualified into poor to 
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average. The result of the second cycle was satisfying but some students did not 
pass in individual score. So, both the teacher and the writer decided to conduct the 
third cycle. In the third cycle the students’ mean score was increasing to 76.52 and 
qualified into average to good. This resuld was supported by the students 
individual score. This showed the fact that from 39 students, 100% of students 
had increased their individual score.  
Based on the result of field notes, the teaching material was so helpful for 
the students that they could improve their ability of the story. This resulted in the 
increasing of both students’ individual score and students’ mean score. The 
students’ improvement above showed that Story Star could improve the students 
‘ability in narrative text. In implementing this strategy, there were some 
weaknesses in teaching learning process. Class management of the students 
showed as one of the weaknesses. Because there were large students, the teacher 
got a little difficulty to manage them. The teacher should control them to still 
focus during the learning process. Some students kept chatting with other friends 
in the class.  
Second was time management. This made ineffective because in teaching 
learning process, some students still talked each other and did not listen teachers’ 
explanation. So, not all the students understood about what teacher explained. 
However, the teacher should reminded the students about the learning material 
which discussed in previous meeting. Some students got difficulty in 
remembering the previous meeting. 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
Story Star strategy has improved the students’ reading ability on narrative  
text, on the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Kecamatan Sandai. The 
researcher draws conclusion as follows: (a) The student improved their reading 
ability from the first cycle to third cycle when teaching narrative text by using 
story star strategy  applied in teaching learning process. The mean score in the 
first cycle was 48.28 . In second cycle was 62.05  and the last cycle was 76,52; (b) 
Teaching reading ability, especially reading of narrative text through story star 




The researcher would like to give some suggestions as follows:  (1) For 
English teachers, it will be better if the sum of students consists of 20 students. 
Because it will make easily and effectively in teaching English especially in 
reading, (2) teachers can apply Story Star not only in teaching reading narrative 
texts, but also in different genre of reading texts, (3) Teachers should manage time 
effectively in teaching learning process by divide the time in every activities 
which is the task of students, teachers’ explanation and group discussion of 
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